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Context

(Keehn, 2024)

NB Premier Blaine Higgs (2023): 
“How do you separate curriculum 
from what one might think, and 
many might think, is controversial 
or is something that should be 
outside the school? [] Should kids 
in kindergarten be exposed to drag 
queen reading time? Because no, I 
don’t think they should at that 
age… are we trying to teach 
tolerance and acceptance, or are 
we trying to teach promotion?”



Queer Joy
“Queer joy is the pursuit of queer pleasure 
and queer abundance in a big and broken 
(hetero)normative world. Amid pronounced 
assaults on queer and trans communities 
across the globe (Castillo, 2023), queer joy 
meets violent conditions with a reparative 
gesture –building spaces where joy can be 
embraced and embodied through 
friendships, crushes, love, intimacy, queer 
and trans childhoods, and families of choice 
across the lifespan” (See Burkholder & 
Keehn, Submitted).

(Keehn, 2024)



The Queer
Joy Now!
project

queerjoynownb.ca



About the Project

What does it mean to take 
up joyful queer space?





About the 

• Opened February 2018
• Student-led
• Offers space and resources for 2SLGBTQIA+ students
• Serves UNB, STU, NBCCD, NBCC

“The 203 Centre aims to maintain a 
sense of 2SLGBTQIA+ community 

through student-led organizing, 
gathering, activism, programming, 
and resource-sharing activities.”



Partnerships



The Archives
• Zines (personal fave)

• Resource Booklets

• Pride Photos

• Board Documents

• Meeting Minutes

• Event Posters

• Reports

• Projects



Importance to Student Groups
• Builds a culture of respect and trust

• Supports relationship building

• Anchors archives in the present

• Supports ongoing work of student groups

• Evidence of existence!



University Archives
Preservation of :

• Institutional history/culture
• Campus life
• Cultural diversity



Documenting Student-Led Groups
• Student groups represent diverse 

interests, histories, and perspectives 
on campus

• Promotes inclusivity and 
representation

• Evidence of social movements and 
advocacy

• Validates presence and contributions



Documenting Minority and 
Marginalized Student Groups
• Documents the historical context of 

2SLGBTQIA+ activism, advocacy, and 
community-building

• Shows impact of community on 
campus, in the province, and nation-
wide

• Highlights importance of institutional 
support



Ethical Considerations

Sensitive Materials:
• Personal narratives
• Confidential information

Considerations:
• Legal
• Cultural
• Ethical

Collaborate with community stakeholders to understand and 
respect protocols when documenting sensitive materials.



Thank you!
evan.echols@unb.ca

melissa.keehn@unb.ca
julie.morris@unb.ca
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