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Background

• McMaster Libraries participate in a variety of OA publishing agreements, 
including Read & Publish, as well as tailored OA licenses.

• The Libraries’ support manifests in waiving or discounting Article 
Processing Charges (APCs).

• Strategic promotional efforts focus on dissemination of high-level 
information.

• McMaster authors face challenges in navigating nuanced license terms 
and identifying eligible journals.
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Timeline
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Vendor demo

Oct. 2023

Trial & license negotiation

Oct.–Dec. 2023

Signing the license

Jan. 2024

Configuration

Jan.–Feb. 2024

Launch

Feb. 2024
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What is SciFree? 
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A central searchable platform that allows researchers to find 
journals where they can publish open access with article 
processing charges (APC) waived or reduced. 

Information displayed:

- Journal title and imprint
- Payment options
- Licence types
- Publishing model
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(https://search.scifree.se/mcmaster) 

https://search.scifree.se/mcmaster
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Search Widget Embedded in Webpage
https://library.mcmaster.ca/research/open-access#tab-library-support-open-access 
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https://library.mcmaster.ca/research/open-access#tab-library-support-open-access
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Behind the Scenes
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Behind the Scenes
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Search Statistics
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Pros & Areas for Improvement

Pros:
• Streamlined Interface
• Customizable branding
• Efficient management system
• Exceptional customer support
• Highly adaptive service

Areas that could be improved:
• Results limited to first 1000 hits
• Export complete list on the public 

interface
• Localized data
• Sort options/filters
• Proxied Access
• Search Widget not fully functional
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What are our people saying about SciFree?
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"This is indeed amazing" - Faculty Member, Researcher, Gastroenterologist

"It serves an important purpose for us authors to understand which journals get 
supported!" - Graduate Student, Researcher, Pediatrician

"This is great news and much appreciated!" - Research Manager

"Fantastic tool that will be incredibly helpful to our research community." - Research 
Services Specialist

"This tool is looking great!" - Adjunct Research Professor, Epidemiologist
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Future Considerations
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Standardized metadata from the publishers and 
license agreements

Promotion and update

Consortia license?
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THANK YOU!
Wei Zhang
zhangw94@mcmaster.ca
Andrea McLellan
mclell@mcmaster.ca

mailto:mclell@mcmaster.ca
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