The headings in this document are organized in alphabetical order. To search this document more quickly, please use either Command + F or Control + F to bring up a key word search. The descriptions include the full title of the column heading, as well as stipulations on the time range a term can be found/not found within the records (e.g., “By Whom Appointed: The person or authority who appointed the individual to their position. Not included in Canada’s report from 1894-1916"). Additionally, the description will contain (where relevant) the original and modified terminology within the records (e.g., see descriptor for Branch). 

Please note, this column descriptor sheet includes additional column headings not featured in the associated spreadsheet.


	Column Heading
	Description

	Abs_InD
	Absent Group Described as Being In a District: Counts the number of absentees in the whereabouts census that the government listed as having located to a single district (eg. located in the “Fort Walsh District”). While these districts provide a vague sense of the group’s location, they are fairly rough estimates.  

	Abs_Jai
	Absent Groups Listed as in Jail or an Asylum: Includes the number of people listed in the whereabouts census as being committed to a jail or an asylum.

	Abs_Loc
	Location of Absentees: This provides a standardized location of the whereabouts of absentees for the purposes of mapping. Similar to Map_Loc but only includes locations of absentees.

	Abs_NT
	Absent Group who Lacks a Treaty or a Reserve/Reservation: Counts the number of absentees in the whereabouts census that the government listed as having no reserve/reservation (or no treaty). 

	Abs_SPC
	Absent Group with a Specific Location Listed: Includes absentees in the whereabouts census who had a specific enough geographical location to map easily (eg. File Hills, Swift Current).

	Abs_Sth
	Absent Group Listed as Being to the South: Counts the number of absentees in the whereabouts census that the government listed as being to the south (eg. “south since rebellion”). This designation likely referred to those who were in the United States.

	Abs_Unk
	Absent Group in Unknown or Vague/Location: Counts the number of absentees in the whereabouts census that the government listed with a vague location (eg. “near the Canadian Pacific Railway”) or with an unknown location. 

	Abs_US
	Absent Group who Relocated to the United States: Includes absentees in the whereabouts census who are listed as being in the United States, at an American river, or south of the boundary. Entries that appeared in the Abs_US column did not also appear in the Abs_SPC even if they contained a specific location (eg. Turtle Mountain, U.S.).

	Ag_B_R
	Agency – Band or Reserve: This column refers to the tribe, band or reserve the Indian agents worked with. Listed in Canada’s report as “Name of the Tribe they Attend” (1882), “Name of Tribe Attended” (1893-1894), “Name of Band Attended” (1895-1896), and “Bands or Reserves in Agency” (1897-1916). Not included from 1875-1880. 

	Agen_St
	Agency (State): The broad descriptive category under which individual agencies are organized. In practice, the Office of Indian Affairs often used state boundaries as categories (eg. California).*

	Agency
	Agency: Name of the agency if provided in the original source as a sub-heading. Not in Canada’s report from 1875-1888.

	BPL
	Birthplace: Location of the individual’s birth.

	Branch
	Branch: The branch within the Department of Indian Affairs that the individual belonged to. Includes “secretary,” “accountant,” “school,” “the lands and timber,” “survey,” “records,” “field organization,” “correspondence,” etc. Appears in Canada’s report as “Branch or Duties” (1895-1897) and “Branch” (1909-1916) and was not included from 1875-1894 and 1898-1908.

	BWA
	By Whom Appointed: The person or authority who appointed the individual to their position. Not included in Canada’s report from 1894-1916.

	Commis
	Commission: The name of the commission if provided as a sub-heading or in the occupation description (eg. Board of Indian Commissioners, Ute Commission).

	Comp_Ex
	Compensation Extra: The additional money paid to an individual beyond their stated salary. In the Canadian Indian Affairs records, this column signals (with a 1) individuals who received additional compensation often for living expenses or commissions on land sales. 

	Comp_PD
	Compensation Per Day: The amount paid to an individual employee per day.
Not included from 1875-1878 and 1893-1916 in Canada’s report.

	Comp_PM
	Compensation Per Month: The amount paid to an individual employee per month.

	Comp_PW
	Compensation Per Week: The amount paid to an individual employee per week.

	Comp_PY
	Compensation Per Year: The amount paid to an individual employee per year. Appears as “Annual Salary” (1875-1890, 1894-1916) and “Salary” (1891-1893) in Canada’s report.

	Comp_TR
	Compensation for Travel: The additional money paid to an individual for travelling expenses.

	Coord_Cd
	Coordinate Code: This column indicates where the latitude-longitude data came from to help other researchers assess the relative accuracy of the coordinates taken from a wide array of sources. If a location appeared across multiple maps in the same location, the most recent map was used to chart the coordinates. If the map allowed for the separation of the reservation from the agency, both locations have been mapped separately. In cases where no lat-long coordinates could be found specifically for the agency, they were mapped to the reservation that bore the same name (eg. Puyallup Reservation and Puyallup Consolidated Agency). This provides only a rough indication of their location. Further, Indian agents working at the Puyallup Agency are mapped to the Puyallup Reservation. They worked at that reservation but they were broadly responsible for “Quinaielt, Puyallup, Chehalis, Nisqualli, Squaxin Island, Clallam or Sklallam.”[footnoteRef:2] Agency coordinates therefore should be viewed as rough approximations. The original primary sources should be consulted for a more detailed analysis of agency locations and how those changed over time.  [2:  Edward E. Hill, “Guide to Records in the National Archives of the United States Relating to American Indians” (National Archives and Records Service, General Services Administration, 1981), 178, https://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.39015005513836.] 

The following coordinate codes are provided:
1: Vague Location Information. Coordinates are for a river or, in a handful of cases, a state. These records provide only a vague sense of their location. Treat these coordinates with a healthy degree of skepticism, as they are crude estimates of location. 
2: Vague Location Boarding School. If we could not locate the coordinates for a boarding school and it shared the same name as a reserve/reservation, it was mapped to that reserve/reservation’s location. Researchers should take care not to extrapolate too much from these crude approximations.
3: Mailing Address. Coordinates derived from a historic source such as correspondence. Mailing addresses found in the correspondence sections of annual reports provided locations (often cities) for Indian agencies that did not appear on the maps.
4: Contemporary Source. Information derived from a contemporary book or other contemporary source. Four main sources were used to reconstruct this information: 
a) “Hill (1): page number.” Hill, Edward E. The Office of Indian Affairs: 1824-1880: Historical Sketches. New York: Clearwater Publishing Inc, 1974. 
b) “Hill (2): page number.” Hill, Edward E. “Guide to Records in the National Archives of the United States Relating to American Indians.” National Archives and Records Service, General Services Administration, 1981. https://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.39015005513836. 
c) “Prucha, page number.” Prucha, Francis Paul. Atlas of American Indian Affairs. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1990. 
d) “United States, page number.” United States. Office of Indian Affairs. Routes to Indian Agencies and Schools with Their Post-Office and Telegraphic Addresses and Nearest Railroad Stations Corrected to April 1, 1910. Washington: Government Printing Office, 1910. https://archive.org/details/1910routesind00washrich/page/n1.
e) All other records are listed by name.
In the case of a particularly uncertain coordinate, the Coord_Cd received a “1” and the Map_Inf column denotes the book used.
5: Modern Coordinates. Based on modern coordinates (often a modern city or county) for the landmark bearing that name.
6: Agent Unmappable. Agent listed as “in the field,” “at large,” or is otherwise unmappable.
7: Historic Map. Historic map used as the primary means to plot a location.

	Hist_Mp
	Historic Map: This is the historic map used to locate agencies or reservations. Often used in conjunction with books or other research tools as agencies and reservations often had multiple names that changed over time. In many cases, reservation boundaries shifted over time; these coordinates therefore represent an approximate location. 
Loc_1883: Reservation boundaries derived from Map LoC_1883. 
Loc_1892: Reservation boundaries derived from Map LoC_1892. 
Loc_1923: Reservation boundaries derived from Map LoC_1923.

	Date
	Date: Year-end reports often contained a one-year lag between the dates of the information being published and the publishing year. The Department of Indian Affairs Annual Report for 1870, for example, is published in 1871. The Date column contains the year the data pertains to (1870) while the Source column contains the publishing year. 

	Denom
	Denomination: The religion of the listed individual. Included in Canada’s report from 1881-1896.

	DFA
	Date of First Appointment: The date of the individual’s first appointment.
Appears as “Date of First Appointment” (1875, 1909-1910), “Date of First Appointment in the Civil Service” (1876), “Date of First Appointment to the Civil Service” (1878-1890), “Date of First Appointment to Civil Service” (1891-1908, 1913), and “Date of First Permanent Appointment” (1911-1912, 1914-1916).

	Div
	Division: The division an individual works in. Was not included for Canada between 1875-1908.

	DPA
	Date of Present Appointment: The date of the individual’s appointment to their present rank (occupation). Appears as “When Appointed” (1875), “When Appointed to Indian Branch” (1876-1879), “When Appointed to Department of Indian Affairs” (1880), “When Appointed to Department” (1881-1892), “Date of Appointment to Department” (1893-1896) and “Date of Present Rank” (1897-1916) in Canada’s report.

	Entry
	Entry ID: An identifying number assigned to each entry in the order in which it appeared in the original source. These IDs are designed to reorder the information during the data entry and checking process. They are not unique across the entire project but are unique within a single file.

	First_N
	First Name: The first name(s) of non-Indigenous individuals and the entire name of Indigenous individuals (eg. One Soul).

	G_Num
	Group Number: This number was created by the Building Borders team to indicate that these bands appeared as a single entry in the original whereabouts census. 

	Geo_Spec
	Geographical Specificity: This is a column created by the Building Borders team to track the geographic specificity of the location provided in the original record. Each number corresponds to a different level of specificity.
1. Specific: The original record contains sufficient information to allow for the population to be mapped with high confidence. Populations located at specific locations (eg. Fort Saskatchewan) or small bodies of water (eg. Saddle Lake) carry this designation. 
2. Regional: The original record references a region rather than an exact location. In some cases, this occurred because the population being monitored moved often or had dispersed (eg. within the Peace Hills District) or was listed as being at a geographical feature that covered a large area (eg. Milk River or Cypress Hills). 
3. Vague: The original record referenced a large region rather than an exact location. This often occurred when federal agents had only minimal knowledge of where a community had gone (eg. “in the Rocky Mountains” or “United States”). This column was also used to indicate records where insufficient information existed to make a definitive ruling on a group’s location but suggested a possible location for the group (eg. “south at Peigans and Bloods”). Locations with multiple possible interpretations (eg. Long Lake) were classified in this column.
4. Unknown: The original record contained insufficient information to map these people properly. This includes reference to what people were doing or who they were with (eg. “Industrial school,” “Jail,” “Sarcee Camp”) without clarity as to their actual location. Lat-long coordinates have been assigned to these people so that the scale of unknown people can be compared visually with those with more specific locations to determine patterns of government surveillance over time.

	Indian
	Indian: A “1” in this column indicates that the individual was explicitly listed as “Indian” in the original source. It is important to note that nineteenth-century definitions of who constituted an “Indian” do not map directly onto modern conceptions of indigeneity. 

	Last _N
	Last Name: The last name of the individual (see notes on last names below).

	Lik_Ind
	Likely Indigenous: A “1” appears in this column if an individual’s name appears to be Indigenous (whether or not they were explicitly listed as “Indian” in the original source). This included non-English names, especially with dashes (eg. Rue-ke-tah-me-talo-oat), descriptive nouns (eg. Eagle Chief), individuals with only one name (eg. Tommy), and animal last names (eg. Charles Rabbit). In 1901 and 1905, the U.S. Indian Affairs records included a racial description for all employees. Animal last names did not appear for any white employees.

	Loc
	Location: The specific location where the individual performed their duties. Appears as “Where Stationed” (1875-1891) and “Address (1892-1916)” in Canada’s A2 report. Blank entries in the original entered as “Nil.” In the United States, this column often appears as “Whence Employed.”

	Loc_ACD
	Location Appointed Congressional District: The location listed under “Whence Appointed Congressional District.”

	Loc_ACO
	Location Appointed County: The location listed under “Whence Appointed County.”

	Loc_App
	Location Appointed: The location listed under “Whence Appointed State.”

	Loc_Mer
	Location Merged: This column concatenates Hea_Dis (or, when that is not present, the Where Employed column) and Prov columns to allow for more accurate mapping when multiple provinces have cities by the same name. The Loc_Mer column names were standardized to ensure that they linked to the correct coordinates while still maintaining the spellings of the original document in other columns.  

	Map_Inf
	Map Information: Provides a description of how the location was determined if research was required to pinpoint it.

	Map_Loc
	Map Location: This column is used for mapping purposes. It comprises the location, state, and agency information, and standardizes different spellings and descriptions.

	Mid_N
	Middle Name: The middle initial(s) and/or middle names of individuals.

	Mtpl_Jb
	Multiple Jobs: This column indicates that multiple people held a single job for which only one salary was listed. Nothing was entered for the first person in the group; “1” was entered for anyone that took over that position during the year. This column was also used to denote a single person who did multiple jobs but received a single salary. Not included in Canada’s report from 1875-1909 and 1916 for the A1 report or from 1876-1880, 1887-1912, 1914-1916 for A2.

	N_Band
	Name of Band: Only used in the whereabouts census, which distinguishes between agency (which appears in the Ag_B_R column) and band.

	N_Emp
	Number of Persons Employed: The total number of employees listed in a single entry. Used in American customs reports.

	Name
	Name: The name of an individual including first, initial, last, and title. Used primarily in the Canadian records where the parts of each names were not divided into separate columns. In the HGIS layer, this refers to the name of a reserve/reservation or school (or a place immediately adjacent to a school if no name was provided).

	Notes
	Notes: Any information in the original records that did not have an appropriate column when being digitized were included as notes in this column. For the whereabouts census, errors in the original source are noted in this column as are many of the changes the Building Borders team made to address these inconsistencies. 

	Num_Abs
	Number Absent: The number of Indigenous people absent from the reserve/reservation.

	Num_Pres
	Number Present: The number of Indigenous people present on the reserve/reservation.

	Num_Str
	Number of Stragglers or Unknown: The whereabouts census describes stragglers as “Indians having no location or having no recognized Chief; and Indian women married to non-treaty men who do not hold land on reservations.” These individuals are tracked by Indian agents and often went to the United States, but had no reservation to reside on and so do not fit into Num_Pres and Num_Abs categories.  
There is little consistency in how the original source classified stragglers. In general, the Building Borders team placed those listed as stragglers in the Num_Pres when the original source did and in the Num_Str when the original source did not include them in either the number absent or present. In 1887, for example, the census listed Foremost Man as a straggler in the vicinity of Medicine Hat and Maple Creek. The original record noted that all 200 members of his community are present on the reserve, which is at odds with his classification as having no reserve. This pattern repeats itself in 1888 and 1891 in the same source, with an additional 190 and 230 individuals in each year respectively. Two hundred and twenty Cree and Saulteaux appear (as entry 852) in 1889 in the same way.
This column also includes individuals listed in the notes as absent from the reserve/reservation but who are not listed in the number of absent in the original. In 1887, for example, Indian agents noted “1, Moose Mountain; 1 Turtle Mountain; 4 gone across the line; 2, Piapots; 2, Fort Ellice; 6, unknown” for Onehanew but listed 0 people in the Number Absent column and 0 people in total as part of the community. The Building Borders team recorded these 16 individuals under the Num_Str column to differentiate them from those officially listed as absent. 
Finally, this column highlights discrepancies between the Num_Pres and the Num_Tot counts. Red Crow in 1885 is listed as having 2,209 individuals on the reserve, one in a penitentiary, and 2,310 in total—suggesting the 100-person discrepancy is more likely a typo than an actual difference. Similar cases occur with Ochapowace in 1888.

	Num_Tot
	Number Total: The number of people either present on the reserve/reservation or recorded as being absent in the whereabouts census. The Num_Tot column should equal Num_Abs + Num_Pres + Num_Str. 
There are a handful of exceptions created by the original source. In 1885, the counts are off by 16 because the primary source lists 16 people with Onehanew as residing off the reserve, but fails to provide a total for the number of people supposed to be on the reserve. Also, typos in the original source (see notes in Num_Str) caused a discrepancy of 100 people in 1885 and 1888.

	Number
	Number: Map LoC_1923 depicts many of the reservation locations and the locations of boarding schools. Next to many of the schools (especially day schools) a number appears in red. This number is replicated in this column. 

	Occ
	Occupation: The rank, occupation, or office of the individual as it was written in the original report. In Canada’s report, rank appears as “Designation” (1875-1890), “Designation or Rank” (1891-1894), and “Rank” (1895-1916).

	Occ_Cat
	Occupational Category: Employees that appeared under one of four common sub-headings in the original primary source document received a numeric code in this column. 1: “Police”; 2: “Industrial School,” “Boarding Schools,” Day School”; 3: “Irregular Employees”; 4: “Indian Employees”

	Page
	Page Number: The page number of the original source where that individual’s information is located.

	Prefix
	Prefix: Any additional identification terms (eg. Sister, Jr., Sr., Mrs., Rev.).

	Prov
	Province: The province (in Canada) where the individual was employed. 
Not included in Canada’s report from 1875-1876. Blank entries in the original entered as “Nil.”

	Service
	Service: Either “inside” or “outside” service

	Source
	Source: The citation of the primary source from which the data was gathered.

	State
	State: The state or territory in the United States where the individual was employed. Occasionally “in the field” appears in place of a formal state or territory. Blank entries in the original entered as “Nil.”

	Sup_Int
	Superintendency: The name of the superintendency if provided as a sub-heading (eg. Montana Superintendency). Not included in Canada’s report from 1875-1883.

	Treaty
	Treaty: The treaty area that the superintendency resided on. Only entered if stated in original source. Not included in Canada’s report from 1875-1883. In the whereabouts census, Indigenous people who had not yet signed treaties are listed here as “non-treaty Indians.”

	Tribe
	Tribe: The tribe associated with each group in the whereabouts census.

	Type
	Type: A numeric code used to distinguish the type of school or agency outlined in maps LoC_1923 and LoC_1892.
1. Day School
2. Boarding School
3. Hospital
4. Mission Boarding Schools
5. Mission Contract Boarding Schools 
6. Mission Day Schools
7. Non-reservation Schools
8. Reservation Schools under Separate Superintendent
9. Indian Res. Superintendent’s Headquarters
10. Fort/Military Station. The data recorded from LoC_1923 and LoC_1892 respecting military installations now appears as separate layers.
11. Agency. Map LoC_1892 uses a black circle to represent agency (number 11 in this chart). LoC_1923 uses a black circle to represented Indian Res. Superintendent’s Headquarters (number 9 in this chart). These two may have chosen different phrases to describe the same kind of information. The Building Borders team has not aggregated these to provide flexibility in use.
12. Contract School
13. Public School under Contract with the Indian Bureau

	URL
	URL: The link to the webpage that contained the source used for data entry.

	Wh_Abs
	Whereabouts of Absentees: The textual description of where Indian agents believed the absentees were located. 

	White
	White: A “1” in this column indicates that the individual was under the sub-heading “Whites” in the years 1901 or 1905 in the United States.



